LEWIS COUNTY PUD
Your public power utility
www.lcpud.org

80YEARS

OF
SERVICE

In 1931, the State of Washington passed legislation that allowed for the formation of Public Utility Districts allowing local citizens to have a right to own
and control the means necessary to provide electricity for their communities'
reliably, efficiently, and at the lowest reasonable
cost. It wasn't until 1936 that Lewis County residents voted to form Public Utility District No. 1 of
Lewis County and to elect its first commissioners.

Construction began in 1938 on about 66 miles
of rural lines and in March 1939, the Alpha
section of the line was energized and the first
bills were mailed on April 1, 1939 to approximately 60 customers. 80 years later, we serve
approximately 32,000 customer connections
within about 2,530 square miles (excluding the City of Centralia) comprising of approximately 2,915 miles of distribution line and services.
The PUD also owns a 14.25% share of the Packwood Lake Hydro Project, as
well as owning and operating the Mill Creek Project, a mini-hydro facility located near Salkum. In 1991, the PUD began construction of the 70 megawatt
Cowlitz Falls Project located at the confluence of the Cispus and Cowlitz Rivers.
With the passage of Initiative 937 in 2006,
the PUD is required to meet a portion of
our load with certain qualifying renewable resources. To meet this requirement,
the PUD purchased 6 megawatts of generating capacity from the Nine Canyon
Wind Project near Kennewick, WA and
20.5 megawatts from the White Creek
Wind Project near Goldendale, WA.
Over the years, many changes have occurred throughout the utility industry for a variety of reasons: increased safety measures, reliability, legislative mandates, compliance requirements, etc. that have changed the
way we serve our customers. The one thing that hasn't changed is our
primary mission in serving the needs of our customers, placing service
and local control above all else. We are here to serve you, our customers!
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WINTER WEATHER
and
HIGH BILLS
February 2019 was the coldest
February in 30 years. When
temperatures drop into the
30’s or below, your heating
system has to work harder to
maintain the temperature that
you've set inside your home.
This increases energy usage
and results in higher power
bills.
Since some of Lewis County
PUD bills are on a bi-monthly
basis, you may not see the increased usage for two months,
depending on your billing
cycle.
We are here to work with you
during these times, please contact us at (360) 748-9261 or
(800) 562-5612 if you need to
make payment arrangements.
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Cowlitz Falls Campground
Do you like to
camp but don't
want to go too
far from home?
We have the campground for you!
Located on the banks of the gorgeous Cowlitz River
outside of Randle,
WA, our 110 acre
campground
has over 100
campsites.
Whether
you are
camping by
yourself or
with a group
of friends,
the Bud Allen
Campground can
accommodate you with
both individual and group
campsites.

$
D

The park opens in May and closes

the first week of September. Single
tent campsite starts at $20/night
and amenities include clean bathrooms and showers, picnic area
with tables and barbecue units, and
a camp host is available 24-hours a
day.

If you like games
and want to have
some fun, our
horseshoe pits
and disc golf
course will
do the job. If
team sports
are more your
thing, our
volleyball court
and baseball and
soccer fields will be
for you.

Our nature trails are well main-

tained and are a great way to
introduce little ones to the great
outdoors, they may see different
types of trees, ferns, birds, deer and
maybe even an elk.

If fishing is your game, the "BIG"

one is out there waiting to be
caught! Bring your boat and make
use of our boat ramp, cast off from
our dock or fish from the banks of
the Cowlitz River. Please follow
the rules of the river and obey all
Washington State fishing regulations.

Make your campground reservation today at https://www.lcpud.
org/recreation/campground/.

If you're in the area on June 8th

and have kids ages 14 years and
younger, make sure to register
them for the 2019 Trout Derby (see
"Fishing Derby" on page 3).

AVE ON YOUR POWER BILL

id you know that Lewis County PUD offers free energy audits for our customers? Our energy
efficiency team will come to you
and evaluate the insulations levels,
window types and sizes, and heating types you currently have. Our
team will explain how your home
or business uses
energy and where
the most impact
can be made,
whether it be
weatherization,

heat pumps, or appliance upgrades.
After the audit, you will receive a
list of energy efficiency measures
and incentives you may be eligible
for through the programs we offer.

L

ewis County PUD offers a
variety of rebate programs that
assist residential
and commercial customers
who are making
upgrades. Weatherizing your home

is a smart investment that pays for
itself over time. The most cost effective upgrades for any homeowner
looking for ways to make their
home more comfortable and energy
efficient are: insulation, air sealing,
heating/cooling upgrades, duct
sealing, and window replacements.

C

ontact us today for more information about the programs
we offer, visit our website at www.
lcpud.org or call (360) 748-9261.
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EQUAL PAYMENT PLAN
Open Enrollment Ends July 31st

The Equal Payment Plan (EPP)
lessens the impact of high bills
by averaging the cost of your
electricity evenly throughout the
year.

The EPP payment is based on the
prior year's actual bills and since
usage varies over time, it is important to continue to view your
bill statements.

The EPP payment is determined
by calculating the previous
year’s total bills and dividing the
results by 12. The calculation
then estimates your next 12 bills
based on the monthly average
and applicable rates.

EPP accounts are recalculated
every year starting in April. The
new amount will be calculated
based on your actual account
balance in addition to the prior
12 months of bills.

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Don Powell

CFP Senior Journeyman Operator

In 1994, Don Powell was working
at Cowlitz Stud in Morton, in his
hometown, when he saw an advertisement for a position at Lewis
County PUD’s Cowlitz Falls Hydroelectric Project. Don
knew at that point he
could do the job and
if he was hired, he’d
stay at that job for
as long as possible.
Well, Don was hired
and was one of the first
operators hired to maintain the PUD’s hydro facility.
After 25 years, Don still loves the
daily challenges of working at the
facility, even repelling 30-40 feet to
conduct inspections and perform
maintenance.
Don has worked

hard to obtain the knowledge he
has of the project and passes that
knowledge to newer employees.
Don’s title may have changed
throughout the years, but his dedication and commitment to the PUD
and the hydro facility have held fast.
Don’s proudest moments
are seeing that projects
are completed successfully, especially
during adverse conditions such as the
record breaking 1996
flood. This definitely rings true as Don and
his co-workers were recently awarded the PUD’s “You Rock”
Employee Appreciation Award in
recognition of their teamwork and
ingenuity in solving a complex issue at the project. We are glad to
have Don as part of the PUD Team!!

Contact us today to get set-up!

FISHING DERBY
Saturday, June 8, 2019
Free Fishing Weekend

Lewis County PUD announces

that the 2019 Fish Derby will take
place on Saturday, June 8th at Lake
Scanewa located near Randle, WA.
The Derby is for kids ages 14 years
and younger and limited assistance
is allowed for your very young
fishermen.

We plant the derby area with

hundreds of trout prior to the Derby,
with the biggest trout weighing in
at about 8 lbs.

Registration is available on the

District's website at https://www.
lcpud.org/recreation/fishing-derby/.
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OUR FUEL MIX
E

ach year, Lewis County
PUD, along with other
electric utilities in Washington
State, is required to publish
a report of the types of generation used for our electric
supply. The fuel mix report
identifies the types of generation used for the electricity we
provide to you, our customers.

E

lectricity can
be generated in
many different ways:
hydro, wind, solar,
nuclear, coal, natural
gas, steam, methane,
petroleum, and plant
waste.

PUD provides the majority
(almost 88%)of its power from
various hydroelectric sources
throughout the Northwest to
our customers.

T

o obtain the full report
from the Department of
Commerce, visit our website at
www.lcpud.org/about-us/power-supply/fuel-mix-reporting/.

A

s you can see,
Lewis County

Commission
Meetings and
Wo r k s h o p s

Would you like to learn more about

your public utility district? You are invited to attend the Lewis County PUD
Board of Commissioners meetings.
The Board meets on Tuesdays beginning at 9:00 a.m. for a workshop and at
10:00 a.m. the official meeting begins.
The first meeting of each month is held
at the District's Morton Office located at 240 7th Street, the remainder of
the meetings are held at the District's
Chehalis Auditorium at 345 NW Pacific
Avenue.
Our website provides the most up to
date information about our meetings,
visit https://www.lcpud.org/about-us/
meetings-events/.

EV Charging Stations
EVITA is a group of public power utilities aligned for the purposes of supporting and developing electric vehicle charging
infrastructure in under-served corridors in Washington.
Lewis County PUD is partnering with Energy Northwest's Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Transportation
Alliance (EVITA) to provide support and development
of electric vehicle charging infrastructure in under
served corridors within Lewis County, such as Highway 12 and State Route 7.
Energy Northwest will be the project manager, responsible for complying with state and local regulations as well applying for grant funds while Lewis
County PUD will assist with site selection and certain
infrastructure needs. For more information, visit https://
www.lcpud.org/about-us/electric-vehicles/.
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